


Corporal Kenny Kalish was blown up by improvised
explosive devices “IEDs” 4 times in Afghanistan in as many
months while clearing IEDs with the help of his black
Labrador bomb dog Fynn. When he regained consciousness
after the last blast in April, the corpsmen were applying
tourniquets to both his amputated legs leaving Kenny to apply
the tourniquet to his arm. Master Sergeant Paul Starner was
serving in Afghanistan in July 2010 as a sniper and company
gunnery sergeant when the truck he was riding in was hit by
an IED, which took his leg. Before that, Paul had received 3
other Purple Hearts for injuries in battle.

Miles away and months later they were given the challenge
of making good shots on Sika and Axis deer on the Cedar
Hollow Ranch. The hunt was arranged and coordinated
by Master Gunnery Sergeant Arturo “Art” Garcia, one of
the founders of Combat Marine Outdoors and Vick Jones,
Manager of the Cedar Hollow Ranch. Art had presented
his program to the Exotic Wildlife Association at the 2011
annual meeting. Vick worked with Art to set up the Axis
and Sika deer hunt for the warriors. Art visited the ranch to
confirm that the facilities could comfortably accommodate
two hunters.

The mission of Combat Marine Outdoors is to provide
Dream Hunts and Outdoor Adventures for severely wounded
Marines, Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors and Navy Corpsmen. Their
goal is to allow our heroic warriors the opportunity to have an
outdoor adventure of a lifetime, and to make sure that they
understand that their service to and sacrifices for our country
are deeply appreciated. These hunting and fishing excursions

are intended to assist in the recovery of these American heroes.

Early this year, Paul heard about Combat Marines

-

Outdoors from one of his nurses, Tammy Atkins. Art put

Paul on the list to hunt at Cedar Hollow, but there was still
the issue of an airline ticket. Fortunately, Impact a Player
Foundation stepped up and paid for a ticket from Virginia
to San Antonio. As Paul prepared to leave, Hurricane Irene
was headed directly towards his home state. Paul was about to
cancel when Raquel, his wife of 17 years insisted that he go on
the trip to which he had been looking forward for months.

Just two days before, Kenny, a Marine Engineer, met
Art at Brooks Army Medical Center in San Antonio. Kenny
was a last minute addition when an original member of the
hunting party had to cancel. When Arc asked the group at
Brook Army Medical Center for volunteers, Kenny was the
first to respond.

Kenny and Paul arrived at the ranch on Thursday
afternoon, August 25, 2011. Introductions were made, and
the men made themselves at home before we ventured out to
confirm the zeros on the rifles. Kenny found he could shoot a
tight group while seated on the off-road wheelchair by using
the built-in rest to support the rifle. The USMC doctrine of
“every Marine a rifleman” was demonstrated with precision
shooting. The treaded wheel chair donated by Gillman Group
is just one example of the specialized equipment which
Combat Marine Outdoors has acquired to allow the troops
full access to the outdoors.

The town of Leakey welcomed the warriors with a dinnerat
Mama Chole’s Mexican Restaurant and afterwards the group
retired to the ranch fora predawn start out to the field. Paul took
the first deer, a nice 33 3/4” Axis. The deer was on up on a steep

hill over rough terrain. Once we reached the deer, everyone,
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including Paul was
surprised that he
had made the climb
up the rocks and
through a fence.
Paul

“A lictle adrenaline

commented:

will allow you to do
things you didn’t
think you could
do”. After field
dressing his Axis,
everyone went to
the Leakey Buck
Stop, where owner

Will Bourland had
the freezer ready for Paul’s trophy. Skipper Twilliger and Will

met with the men and bought everyone lunch. Many of the
townspeople stopped by to shake the hands of these American
Heroes.

Kenny, not to be outdone by the sniper, proceeded to
shoot a trophy Sika which Vick estimated to field dress out
to over 175 pounds. Both deer will be mounted by Jeff Jones
Taxidermy. The meat will feed the two hunters as well as some
of the other veterans at BAMC.

On the second day, Fallon Trophy Whitetail Ranch
invited the men over to shoot on their Sportsman’s All Terrain
All Weather Marksmanship (SAAM) range. Long range
shooting is second nature for Master Sergeant Paul Starner
who served as a sniper in Iraq and Afghanistan. Kenny had
never shot past 600 yards. You can see from his smile that he
was pleased to discover that he can hit at 1000 yards with an
AR10 and a bolt gun.

The crew stopped by the Tarpey Ranch, where Don
Tarpey gave the Marines a tour of his herds of Australian,
Asian and African wildlife. Many of the animals were new
to the men.

Kenny is planning to study occupational therapy in
order to teach Vets how to adapt to their prostheses. Kenny
was a quick learner with his prosthetic left arm. He carries 2
different hands with him, one for high power gripping and

one for fine control. The 5 fingered precision hand allows him

to pick up a penny
off a table, while
the high power
hand can exert 160
pounds of force.
He hopes to be
reunited with his
bomb dog Fynn
soon. Kenny had
just loaded Fynn
into the truck
before he stepped
on the IED. Fynn
is a loyal friend

who will certainly

adapt to his new
role as a service dog and companion for Corporal Kenny
Kalish.

The Marines and the staff of Cedar Hollow and Fallon
Ranches had never met or worked together and this was the
first time that the Combat Marines Outdoors and members
of the Exotic Wildlife Association had collaborated. By the
end of the weekend, everyone agreed that we all had a great
time. Each of us learned something about ourselves and about
each other. Limits were tested and surpassed and long term
relationships were formed. Life is an adventure that sometimes
delivers harsh challenges. Our hope is that we have given these
heroic men a little in return for the service they have provided

and the sacrifices they have made for our country.

For more information go to
heep://www.combatmarineoutdoors.org/ or contact

Art Garcia at: MasterGuns@combatmarineoutdoors.org

Outdoor Adventures From the Heart
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